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Every year the LIF assists thousands of people with visual and
hearing needs. Through the services provided our Foundation has
brought a positive changein their lives.

Too often we view the work we do as ending with the person who
receivesour aid. Thisisonly the surface. We can proudly say that for
each person helped everyone they interact with notices, and each will
hear the gratitude voiced to you, the Lions of Illinois.

In this season of thanks consider the good you have done for your
fellows in need through your support of LIF services & programs.
Take pridein the fact you, asa Lion, have made a differencein
thousands of lives.

The staff & officers of the Lions of Illinois Foundation, thank you for
your labor, commitment, and donations which help keep our mission
alive. We are eager to help thousands more, & with your continued
support, we will!

HATSOFFTOOLNEY! o=
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The Lions Club of Olney (the home of the white squirrel) has
demonstrated what dedicated men and women can do when
they focus and act in accordance thereto. How? The Club
collected 173 pounds of aluminum tabs from soda cans and
other beverages that we turned in and received $77.85 in
recycling money. This performance shows clearly that
despite our declining numbers, if the Lions unite and focus
upon accomplishing our great Vision “...to create a
permanent vehicle for the delivery of programs and services
to the visually and hearing impaired,” they can do so and in
the process help claim the destiny that will honor us all. To
the Lions of Olney, we extend our appreciation for your
efforts on behalf of our Foundation and His children in need.
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by Van C. Stone, Executive Director

“The truth appears so naked on my side
that any purblind eye may find it out.”
Richard Plantagenet
King Henry the Sixth—Shakespeare

WILL YOU CONSIDER?

For several years, | have concluded many of my presentations supplicating that those listening to my words,
“would give five minutes of reflective concentration on the proposition that they had a God-given
opportunity to create a monument to the human spirit by building a Foundation that would provide programs
and services to yet unborn generations of visually and hearing impaired children and adults.”

Most of uslive quiet, modest lives of general wholesomeness, which reflectswell on us. That said, we have
been given by Providence the opportunity to accomplish something truly magnificent and certainly, worthy
of our maximum efforts for so long as we shall live. Why then, do we allow our focus to wander? Why can
we not make up our minds to dedicate the rest of our earthly pilgrimage to the achievement of our great
destiny? Our Foundation, | truly believe, represents the best opportunity that most of us have in ending our
lives on a note worthy of remembering by men and women of honor and integrity.

So, what am | asking you to do? Simply, to consider the magnitude of the opportunity that is before you
and hopefully, to conclude to join in the quest for an Illinois Lion legacy. It isnot enough just to reach the
conclusion, but to aso to determine to support the decision with action. Will you consider the possibilities?
Will you consider joining the ranks of true believers and work to achieve our destiny?

Answering the Call

Our thanks to the members who
responded to our plea for help with
eyeglass processing. Pictured are Sun
City Lions members Mary Werner,
Gretchen Lane, Dee Menconi, and
Sandy Beck. Joining them is Howard
Fluech of Spring Valley. Thanks also to
Lions Mush & Carol Kojima of Rock
Island Greater Lions Club for their help to
speed these glasses on to needy visually
impaired worldwide.

Volunteers are always needed. If your
Club would like to help please contact
Mario Gumino at 815-756-5633 to make
arranaements.
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Upcoming LIF Events...
Mark Your Calendar

January 9, 2005

Coordinator’s Meeting
The Chateau, Bloomington. IL

February 11, 2005

Candidate Orientation
The Chateau, Bloomington, IL

February 12-13, 2005

Board of Trustees Meeting
The Chateau, Bloomington, IL

May 6 (7), 2005
Lioness Tootsie Pop Day
May 19-22, 2005

Board of Trustees Meeting/ State
Convention
Hilton Hotel, Springfield, IL

July 22, 2005

Incoming Board of Trustees
Refresher Course
The Chateau, Bloomington, IL

July 23-24, 2005

Board of Trustees Meeting
The Chateau, Bloomington, IL

July 30, 2005

Camp Lions Open House
Camp DuBois Center
DuBois, IL

August 6, 2005

12" Annual Golf Classic
Railside Golf Course
Gibson City, IL

August 7, 2005

Coordinators Meeting
The Chateau, Bloomington, IL

October 7(8), 2005

Lions Candy Day

Lions Share

P # $ %
$$$& ! " 1& (

Van C. Stone, Executive Director - Ext. 227

Mario J. Gumino, Accounts Manager - Ext. 224

Diana Ortega, Receptionist - Ext. 221

Joanne M. Delby, Development Coordinator - Ext. 222
Sherry A. Radek, Assistant to the Exec. Dir. - Ext. 223
Alan D. Wilson, Camp Lions Registrar - Ext. 231

Susan F. Young, Sight & Hearing Coordinator — Ext. 240
Joe Krenkel, Hearing Bus Driver/Tech - Ext. 224

Joy Knollenberg, Diabetic Screening Tech. - Ext. 240

For immediate assistance Dial “0”

The LIF Office is open 8:30am to 4:30pm,
Monday through Friday, except holidays

T LY G B

There is still time to designate the Lions of Illinois
Foundation in the LIC’s (Local Independent
Charities) list for the Federal Campaign (you can
find our information on page 21 in the 2004 SECA
book). What this means is that any employee of
a governmental entity or participating
corporation can select our Lions of lllinois
Foundation as the recipient of their donations
given during the annual fall campaign. Certainly,
we hope that every Lion having this opportunity will
choose their Foundation to receive their donation
given during their workplace campaign. Please
make sure to check to determine whether this option
is available to you. For the Lions who have already
selected our Foundation in the past, please accept
our heartfelt gratitude. The visually and hearing
impaired children and adults who partake of the
services provided by our Foundation also thank all
of the participating Lions.
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MY CONTRIBUTION ISTO OUR MISSION

by Lion Carol McCann-Kojima, PDG
LIF State Key Ambassador of Goodwill

As| review our 2004-' 05 Lions year, | begin to ask myself this question:
How many Clubs in Illinois donate to charities and/or benefits that are not sight & hearing related?

Remember our purpose? In 1917 Melvin Jones presented the idea to a group of business men to unite to their
efforts as away of helping their fellow man. So Began the Lions, serving their communities. Remember our
mission? In 1925 Helen Keller challenged the Lions to take up the cause of the visually and hearing impaired by
becoming “Knights in the crusade against blindness’. And so it became our commitment.

Lionsraise funds and give of their time and talents freely to help the less fortunate. Lions keep uppermost in
their minds those who are not blessed with good hesalth by providing help to the visually & hearing impaired
and educational programs about diabetes.

Guess what | am saying is: Does your Club donate more to unrelated items than to the servicewe as Lions are
pledged to support? Does your Club donate more to charities that are not hearing or vision related? Has your
Club lost track of our original intent?

Why give to your own cause? Your Lions of Illinois Foundation conducts Camp Lionsfor children & adults
with vision and hearing loss, Low Vision Clinics statewide, a mobile hearing screening unit, the used eyeglass
& hearing aid collections, Macular Degeneration Screenings, and co-sponsors Diabetes Awareness Day with the
American Diabetes Association. Y our Foundation even loans interest-free dollars for Clubsto help provide the
needy in their community of vision testing, surgery, and visual or hearing equipment. Why, your Foundation
even gives up to two yearsto repay the loan! We could serve more with donations given elsewhere.

Case in point the Endowment fund is the Lions doorway to the future, a means of providing serviceslong after
you or | are gone. Our endowment fund now is 4.2 Million dollars. That isafar cry from the 20 (twenty)
Million, we as Lions, pledged to raise ten years ago. How are some charities able to amass over $237 Million in
their endowment coffers and still have Clubs continue to give happily to their fund?

Hereismy ideaon how you, and your Club can help raise dollars for our endowment fund- become a
Foundation Fellow, a Sustaining Supporter, make arrangements for a donation in your will, become a Legacy
Club member with adonationin honor of aloved one's passing or to celebrate alife achievement. Our newest
method isthe “Birdies for Charity” held at the John Deere Golf Classic. Not only can you receive prizes
yourself, but a donational pledge to your Foundation of just 1 penny by every Lionin Illinois, would raise
$400,000.00 for our endowment fund. What a simple way to raise our endowment fund!

As a Foundation we have adopted this vision: The Lions of Illinois Foundation is to create a permanent vehicle
for the delivery of goods & services to the visually and hearing impaired. AsaBoard member | proudly
supported this vision as has every Foundation Board of Trustees. It conveys our hopes, and plans, to meet the
original purpose and mission we, as Lions, have dedicated ourselves.

HERE ARE SOME AMAZING NUMBERS-
Between March & September of 2004 the LIF Mobile Hearing Bus screened 6283 people —
49% were found to have a hearing loss!!
All screenings possible by the donations to the LIF!
Imagine what good we could do with a tiny 10% increase of funds!
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means that there are no negative comments to be
AUDIT REPORT made. Y ou should be extremely proud of your

Foundation for its outstanding performance and
determine to give it your support. Remember our
Vision “...isto create a per manent vehicle for
the delivery of programsand servicesto the
visually and hearing impaired.” Look at this
year's Audit Report and then proudly go forth and
proclaim what we have known for some time—the
Lions of Illinois have devel oped one of the finest
eleemosynary organizations anywhere!

Thisyear’ s audit report isin and we are very
proud that administrative costs remained
approximately 7% (slightly less). For over nine
years, your Foundation has been dedicated to
maximizing the good that comes from dollars
donated by the Lions. We have accomplished a
lot together and there is much more to be
achieved. Year after year, our auditors have been
ableto give us an “unqualified” report which
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Lions of lllinois Foundation
Statements of Financial Position
June 30, 2004 and 2003

Assets _ 2004 2003
Cash and cash equivalents $589,180 $333,500
Investments at fair value 1,035,245 938,024
Accounts receivable 20,715 20,296
Prepaid expenses 15,778 10,913
Inventc_)ry 3,424 3,424
Deposits _ 18,419 145,139
Property and equipment, net 153,746 177,455

$1,836,507 $1,628,751

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities $25,173 $18,263
Accounts payable 18,127 12,910
Accrued expenses 43,300 31,173

Net Assets $1,732,707 $1,537,078
Unrestricted 60,500 60,500
Temporarily restricted 1,793,207 1,597,578

$1,836,507 $1,628,751
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Lions of lllinois Endowment Fund
Statements of Financial Position
June 30, 2004 and 2003

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents

Investments at fair value
Corporate bonds
Corporate stocks
U. S. government securities
Other

Temporarily restricted assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Investments at fair value

Corporate bonds

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities

Accrued expenses
Net Assets

Unrestricted

Temporarily restricted
Permanently Restricted

2004

$ 354,477

808,561
1,543,761
1,361,670

12,275
4,080,744

124,390

88,214
212,604
$4,203,348

$ 4,000

342,071
212,604
3,734,673
$4.289,348
$4,293.348

LIONS OF ILLINOIS
ENDOWMENT FUND

2003

$ 274,861

268,276
1,379,881
1,724,763

15,862
3,663,643

34,008

178,220
212,228
$3.875.871

$ 3725

179,576
212,228
3,480,342
$3,872,146
$3.875.871
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) - l y l there is not a day
go by that the LIF office does not hear from someone our programs

have helped. Here is a sample to reflect on.

Attended
Camp
Lions 2004
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Dear Sir,

| am writing to express my appreciation for
your grant. It provided glasses and a
telescope device for my five-year old son.
Money istight and, we have alot of
medical bills....

My son is far-sighted, so everything nearby
isblurry. He also has early onset retinitis
pigmentosa and has aready lost his
peripheral vision. When we came home
from the appointment, my son just stared at
the front flower garden as we walked past.
For thefirst time, he was able to see the
flowersclearly....

What you are doing makes a big difference
every day in people’ slives. Receiving the
vision devices for Richard is the best thing
to happen to our family this year.

Best Regards,

E. Thomsen
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